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Facilitating Functional Communication for Children with Limited Speech: Using Augmentative or Alternative Communication Systems

Clients who are non-verbal or have limited speech often benefit from the use of an augmentative or alternative communication system to communicate more successfully and/or to advance language learning.  This workshop, discussion and hands-on activities will focus on how to get started, how to design and how to use augmentative systems with communicators at different levels.

Learning objectives:
Participants will understand:
· Different kinds of augmentative communication systems & how they are used        

· Access methods – e.g., direct access, eye gaze, partner assisted scanning, scanning with devices, exchange systems      

· Aided Language Stimulation

· Communication Breakdown Hierarchies     

· Core/Fringe Vocabulary   

Participants will practice:

· Functional Analysis of Communication Opportunities

· Vocabulary selection and organization

· Designing themeboards/ communication pages/ communication books

· Using Aided Language Stimulation as a strategy to facilitate use of augmentative systems

Presentor:

Marjorie Button is a speech-language pathologist with more than 30 years experience. She is currently working at the Ottawa Children’s Treatment Centre, in both the Early Childhood Program and the Clinic for Augmentative Communication. She is certified to provide Hanen Parent Training Programs (It Takes Two To Talk; More Than Words) and she bridges an understanding of Hanen strategies and vocabulary with her knowledge of augmentative systems and techniques.

